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NOVEMBER 2010 Newsletter

10012 Franklin Avenue (located across from Campbell’s Music)

Fort McMurray, AB  T9H 2K6 (780) 743-2992
suzy-qs@telus.net       www.suzyqsquiltshop.com
Tuesdays – Fridays: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Saturdays – 10:00 am to 5:00 pm; Sundays – 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Mondays – closed.

Closed: Thursday, November 11th 
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ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Can you believe it has already been one year ago when we opened the doors to Suzy Q’s Quilt Shop? It has been a great year! Saturday, November 14th was the day! (Actually - the it was the 13th when my husband came in while we were still setting up the store and TURNED the OPEN sign on and just grinned while I had a slight panic attack …) Every day is filled with excitement, inspiration, friendship and just plain old fun! We have a fabulous team - always give it 120% and working towards making this little shop THE Community Quilt Shop of Fort McMurray. The customers – our friends, ALL OF YOU -  we can’t thank you enough for all your support, loyalty and feedback.  We all are looking forward to another wonderful year – and as part of our celebration – we invite you to drop in the store on Saturday, November 13th (10am – 5pm). We have ‘something’ planned…………..but you know me…….you need to come in to find out! (
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Sewing Machine Service Clinic

Johnson’s Sewing Center will be coming to Suzy Q’s Quilt Shop in November to do servicing to all types of sewing machines, sergers and embroidery machines! They will also offer scissor sharpening.

Please read below for the process to ensure you do not miss you on this opportunity!

· October 27th is the deadline for reserving your space BUT I did set aside a few ‘late’ spots for customers so call the shop if you still need a service space and hopefully there will still be room!
· Machine(s)/Scissors must be physically IN the store no later than 4:30 pm on Wednesday, November 3rd  (this is  non-negotiable as they are only here the next couple days to do the servicing). You will be contacted by telephone when servicing is completed.

· Prices for servicing are as follows:

· Sewing Machines

$99

· Embroidery Machines

$115

· Sergers


$115

· Scissor Sharpening

$10.50 

Please note: Additional charges may apply (parts/repairs etc)
Warranty work will only be done on eligible Pfaff, Bernina and Janome. Any other machines, extra charges will apply.
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SEWING MACHINE on-site Demos/Purchase

Johnson’s Sewing Center will be coming to Suzy Q’s Quilt Shop and on Friday November 5th and Saturday, November 6th Brad will have lots of different types of sewing machines for you to demo! Take advantage of having the opportunity to take on home with you – no freight, no waiting, no hassles (while quantities last). Brad will be here to answer all your questions, show you the ins and outs of the machines while you try them out!

Makes a great gift for yourself……….or send someone (hubby) in to get you one for Christmas. 

Friday November 5th (9:30 am – 4:30pm) AND Saturday, November 6th – 10am – 5pm – Mark Your Calendar!  
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The International Quilt Market in Houston

I am off to the International Quilt Market in Houston – and I am very excited! I can’t wait to see all the new “stuff” and do some ordering to have the newest, greatest products and fabrics to offer you. I will also be taking some classes and workshops to learn some new techniques that I can share with you. The girls are in charge – but NO SALE (that I am aware of until November 13th) 

See you all when I get back! I just MIGHT write an additional little newsletter to share what WILL be WHAT’s NEW! (
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The Heather Stewart Experience

Heather Stewart, professional quilting instructor for 29 years, winner of the 2009 CQA Teacher of the Year award, and now OUR Friend…..was here the weekend of Oct 22-24. It was an awesome time – the feedback I have received is ‘almost’ overwhelming, however – I just KNEW you would love her. 

· Friday night, she ran a trunk show. For those of you who are uncertain what a trunk show is – I will briefly explain. Heather brought a variety of quilts that she had made – including her first one she completed at the age of 10 – up to a portion on the one she is currently working on. She told stories of these quilts and how she has grown as a quilter and a teacher. It was very inspiring, fun and even caused us all to shed a tear. I am sure all of those who attended ‘got’ something out of this trunk show. I encourage everyone, to take part in any trunk show they have the opportunity to attend or see. Of course, LIVE, in person ones are the best as the quilter can share the how’s, why’s and the “story” behind the quilt as Heather did. 

· Saturday’s workshop was Cobblestones. Great for beginners but also great for the advanced. She did not just teach “how to make a quilt” – she taught many helpful/useful tips and techniques. Everyone who has commented and provided feedback to me from this workshop stated it was WELL worth it and that they learned so very much. 

· Saturday evening was a short lecture on Color Harmony. She teased us with her knowledge and it is very clear that I had forgotten much of what I had once known. Great refresher and inspiration to learn and share more in this area. We will be certain to ensure we get a course on the go. Will keep you posted – watch the website.

· Sunday was a fun filled day as Heather taught the Spiral Bargello – Our very own PRINCESS was in this class (sorry about that ()! I cannot WAIT to see all the quilts when they are done. Working on an idea so we can share this with all…stay tuned.

· Heather stated she thoroughly enjoyed being a guest at our shop and in Fort McMurray. She is more than happy to return another time. She is booking into 2012 – but we are going to see if we can’t get her back sooner than that! She also has some contacts she is providing to us for some other great, experienced and professional instructors – so keep your eyes on our website. As soon as we get confirmation, contracts signed – I will let you all know.
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SUZY Q’s CLASSES & EVENTS FALL 2010 

Quarterly Newsletter

Our quarterly Newsletter is available in store or you can download your copy from our website www.suzyqsquiltshop.com  Check it out – it lists all of our classes and events for the remainder of 2010.

Border Creek Mystery Quilt is underway! First CLUE along with the fabric kit was picked up on Thursday, October 21 – next clue – pick up day is Thursday, November18th! 

For those who missed out on this one….we will be doing an IN HOUSE mystery quilt in the New Year. Details will be posted on our website soon.

Fat Quarter Club – First mailout date is November 1st! Last chance to register is Sunday, October 31st! 
November class/events highlights:

· Saturday, October 30

1-4
Machine Quilted Pillow (class one of two)
· Wednesday, November 3
MACHINES FOR SERVICING NEED TO BE HERE BY 4:30!!!
· Thurs Nov 4 – Sat Nov 6
Sewing Machine Clinic (and machine demo/purchases)
· Saturday, Nov 6

Blizzard Bunch BOM P/U
· Sunday, November 7

11-3
Machine Quilted Pillow (class two of two)
· Thursdays Nov 12, 19 & 26
Noon – 2pm
Knitted Hat/Scarf
· Thursday, Nov 12

10 – 1
Mitered Corners
· Saturday, Nov 13

1-4
Binding Technique
· Saturday, Nov 13

10 -1
Hand Quilting
· Saturday, Nov 13

1-5
Essentials 101
· Sundays, Nov 14 & 28

11-3
Mariners Compass (paper piecing)
· Tuesday, Nov 16

all day – Customer Challenge Kit Release Day
· Tuesday, Nov 16

10 -1 
Learn to Knit
Thursdays Nov 18, 25 

Noon – 2
Knitted Socks or Mittens
and Dec 2 & 9

· Friday, Nov 19


2:30 – 4:30
Kids Christmas Treat Bag
· Saturday, Nov 20

2:30 – 5
Snowball Knitting
· Saturday, Nov 20

Chilly Charmers BOM P/U
· Friday, Nov 26


10 - 4:30
Winning Hands Accelerated Class
· Saturday, Nov 27

Banner of the Month P/U
· Saturday, Nov 27

Madness BOM P/U
· Saturday, Nov 27

1-4 
PHD (Project half finished day) 
BANNER OF THE MONTH –First Banner Kit was picked up on Saturday, October 23rd  NOTE: If you missed this one, we have a couple of spots left – we could ‘catch’ you up….ask in store for details and see the sample
For a complete listing of events/classes and clubs – see our Quarterly Newsletter of our website at www.suzyqsquiltshop.com
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Quilt Shop News

· Suzy Q’s is now a proud member of the Fort McMurray Chamber of Commerce. We can now get involved and have a voice! I am very pleased about this opportunity.

· The Beginner Saturday Sampler group are an amazing group – all hanging in there and almost done your blocks! This Saturday will be the completion of the blocks, then you are onto settings, borders, quilting and binding. GOOD FOR YOU!! We are as proud of you as you are of yourself! Keep it up!
· We are in need of some fundraising ideas – we will be working with Unity House to assist them in their fundraising efforts to meet their goal to build their new shelter. The new shelter will cost $50 million, of which $15 million needs to be fundraised. Women helping Women……..giving back to our community….these are very important to me and I hope to you as well. Without going into details, this is very close to my heart and I am hopeful that together we CAN make a difference. So, if you have any ideas as to how we can raise some dollars for this cause, drop me an e-mail. I will be pursuing this once I return from Houston, but believe ANY and ALL ideas deserve to be considered. THANKS in advance.
· Kids Forever – there are still several quilts that need to be completed before Christmas. Every kid deserves one and we are helping the organizers meet this goal. We will be posting a night to get together to complete what we have to donate. This will be mainly bindings, but possibly construction of quilts as well. We are getting the information as to what is still required and will do our very very best to fill the need. If you are interested in joining this team – drop me an e-mail and I will let you know the night(s) we get together to complete what we have to donate. 
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH UPDATE
· Beginner Madness Block of the Month

This is a similar program that we are currently running that started in January 2010. The rules are basically the same, and the blocks will be the same – only the colorway  options will be different. This program is for those newer quilters that started after the launch and since so many have asked if they could do it – we will run it again. Details and registration will be on the website NOVEMBER 12th and Registration will start November 13. Program will start in January. There will be LIMITED spaces.

· Even MADDER Madness Block of the Month
This is “new” and is designed for the intermediate quilter. Details also will be up on the website on November 12th and registration (limited) will begin November 13th. Program will start in January.

· In House Mystery Quilt
Registration for this will start in late to early November with the first clue being released in middle of the January. Upon registration, you will choose your fabrics from the requirements list we will provide you – we will prepare the kit for you and on the release date – you will pick it all up and start your journey to complete the mystery. Prizes and fun stuff will happen along the way for participant.

MORE TO COME (After Houston ()

FABRIC NEW ARRIVALS:

· Indian Summer
· Buzzin in the Garden
· Solids
· In the Nest
· Baby Business
· What’s Cooking
· Sand in My Shoes
LOTS OF NEW KITS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE!!!!
FABRIC COMING SOON:
· Lily & Will

· Surfs Up Basics

· Pirate Treasure

· Doodle Cats

· Déjà vu

· Maison De Garance

· LolliPop

· Ballerinas

· Mayfair Neutrals
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Knitting News:

Spread the work – Suzy Q’s stocks a wide variety of yarns, patterns, books, notions and specialty items.  Yarn stock includes: Patons Canadiana, Shetland Chunky, Bohemian, Devine, Astra, Grace, Décor, Tweeds, Beehive Baby Sport & Chunky, Stretch and Kroy Sock Yarns, Sirdar Snuggly, Escape, Crofter, and the newest Baby Snowball. We also have Fibra Natura Yummy, Hacho Merino Wool, Universal Patchwork, Viking Naturgram, and Noro Silk Garden. Recently added yarns include Big Softie, Connemara, Squiggle, Tiny Tots, Baby Bamboo, Snowflake Chunky, Diamond Tweed, and Indie. The Diamond Luxury Collection -  Pure Silk Lace is on backorder, and hopefully will arrive soon. 

Check out the classes we are offering too – for the very beginner right to the advanced! 
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Other News:

· Winner of the $25.00 gift card from the October Newsletter is Barb Clarke – Congratulations to Barb!

· Suzy Q’s is now on FACEBOOK!  Click on our Facebook icon on the bottom of our website homepage. Check it out!
· We carry Presencia Premier Floss and we now have an updated DMC and Anchor Conversion Chart - Available in store
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 GIFT CARDS/WISH LIST



Tell your friends, tell your spouses, tell your children and MAKE YOUR LIST! Suzy Q’s will offer a service where you can list the items that you would like for a gift or special occasion. The gift-giver can then contact the store and we will be able to easily print out/fax your ‘wish list’ for review. The gift-giver will then have the choice of having the items specially wrapped and ready to pick up. Gift Cards will also be available in any denomination from $10.00 to $250.00. Perfect for BIRTHDAYS or upcoming holidays!
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MEN’S SHOPPING (for you) NIGHT

Thursday December 2nd 

5pm – 9pm

Gift Wrapping will also be available upon request
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LONGARM MACHINE QUILTING News:

Starting January 3 2011 we will no longer be RESERVING spaces for quilting services. Quilts will be quilted on a first come, first quilted basis. When you drop your quilt off, we will be able to give you an approximate turn around time as well as an estimate. I will continue to quilt, but Carolyn Young is now trained and ready to go with lots of various freehand style quilting to offer you. We will be training another member of our team shortly,so that machine will be able to run almost constantly and we will be able to serve your quilting needs much more efficiently. 
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We will be working on our 2011 classes soon so if you are interested in teaching, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Comments, suggestions, ideas…Bring it on!

We would love to hear from you too! More ideas the better!

E-mail me back with a fundraising idea to assist in the Unity House Campaign….and you will be entered to win a $25 gift card from Suzy Q’s Quilt Shop Inc. Draw will take place on November 26/10
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